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Introduction - How To Say Goodbye
But now I am going away to the one who sent me... (John 16:5a)
How do you say "goodbye" when you know your end is coming? This likely isn't
something you think of very often as a teenager. But Jesus knew that His time was
near. Later that evening He would be betrayed by one of His friends, arrested by the
Roman soldiers and the temple guards, and a short time later He would die a horrible
and painful death by crucifixion.
John chapters 14 through 16 describe the final interaction that Jesus has with His
disciples before His arrest, trial and execution. He uses this time to prepare them for
what is about to happen. This wasn't the last time that Jesus would talk to His
disciples. He would rise again from the dead and be with them for a time before
ascending into heaven. But it was the last major teaching time He had with them
before His death. Hence I've decided to call it His "last sermon."
In chapter 14 He discusses how He is the way for people to come to God the
Father. And He talks about how the Holy Spirit will come to help.
In chapter 15 He describes Himself as a "vine" and warns His disciples of just
how the world is going to treat them.
Finally, in chapter 16 He gives more details on just what the Holy Spirit will do for
them, and then He encourages them by telling them of how their sadness (at His
death) will turn to joy (at His resurrection).
Over the six days of camp we are going to look at these three chapters in some
detail.
Each day's devotional is structured in a similar manner. After a brief introduction,
"Starting Thoughts," the next section will look at the main passage for the day in
some detail. After that "A Look Back" will see how it relates to passages from before
Jesus' time, followed by "A Look Ahead" which relates it to passages after Jesus'
time. Finally, "Final Thoughts" will repeat what I've chosen as one of the key verses
for the passage.

- Steve Klassen, Camp Teepee Pole
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Monday - My Father and Me
Starting Thoughts
Jesus was a very unique individual. He healed the sick, walked on water, even raised
the dead on one occasion. But perhaps the most unique thing about Him, was His
relationship with God, who He referred to as "my Father."

Jesus and the Father
Read John 14:1-3
Who is Jesus referring to when He says "My Father?"

What do you think Jesus is referring to when He says "My Father's Home?"

Read John 14:4-7
"No one can come to the Father except through me." (v. 6) What do you think this
means?

This seems pretty exclusive. Is it fair?

Read John 14:8-11
"Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father!" (v. 9) This is a very big claim. What
do you think it means?

What does Jesus ask His disciples to believe?

Read John 14:12-14
What are we supposed to do? And what is the promise we are made?
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A Look Back
Read Isaiah 35:5-8 and Matthew 11:2-5
The prophet Isaiah spoke of some of the things that would happen when the
promised Messiah would come. When John the Baptist sends messangers to ask
Jesus if He is that Messiah, Jesus' answer relates back to this passage, and a few
others.
What are some of the things found in this prophecy, that Jesus claims as proof of who
He is?

In the English Standard Version verse 5 reads as follows:
And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the
unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even
if they are fools, they shall not go astray. (Isaiah 35:8 - ESV)
The ESV and other fairly literal translations use the phrase "the way" twice in this
passage. Do you think Jesus is referring back to this prophecy when He says "I am
The Way?" Why or why not?

A Look Ahead
Read Ephesians 2:17-18
How do you think this relates to Jesus being "The Way?"

And who is allowed to come to the Father through "The Way?"

Final Thoughts
Jesus told him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father
except through me." (John 14:6)
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Tuesday - Help is Coming
Starting Thoughts
In yesterday's passage, in the very first verse Jesus stated "Don’t let your hearts be
troubled. Trust in God, and trust also in me." Part of that trust was that while He was
soon going to leave His disciples, He would not leave them alone.

Promise of the Holy Spirit
Read John 14:15-21
What does Jesus ask us to do?

Why can "the world" not receive the Holy Spirit?

Yesterday we learned some about Jesus' relationship with The Father. What more
does this passage tell us?

Read John 14:22-26
The NLT uses the word "advocate" in verse 25 (and earlier in verse 16). The greek
word is παράκλητος (paraklētos). See what word other translations use. How do
these different words add meaning to the name of the "Holy Spirit?"

What are the specific things that Jesus promises the Holy Spirit will do for us? (I've
counted at least three.)

Read John 14:27-31
What sort of "peace" does Jesus give us?

4

A Look Back
The following passages describe the Spirit of God coming upon certain people. What
was result of the Spirit of God coming on these people?
Bezalel (Exodus 31:1-3)

Samson (Judges 14:6)

David (1 Samuel 16:13)

There are other examples where the Spirit of God came upon people. Can you use
your memory and your concordance (most Bible's have one in the back) to find one or
two?

A Look Ahead
Read Philippians 4:6-7
How does this peace compare with John 14:27?

Final Thoughts
Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me.
And because they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love them and reveal
myself to each of them.” (John 14:21)
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Wednesday - The Vine
Starting Thoughts
Last year when I visited my brother and his family in southern Ontario, we visited a
number of vineyards. Growing up in Saskatchewan I was used to seeing fields of
wheat reaching to the horizon, and I found it amazing to see similar fields, but of
grapevines instead of wheat. They come to my mind when I read this passage.

The Vine and the Gardener
Read John 15:1-8
Jesus talks of pruning. What do you suppose he means when he says "you have
already been pruned?"

"For without Him we can do nothing." This is a line from an '80s Petra song which is
based on verse 5. What are the differences between the branches that remain in Him
and those that get pruned?

How are we to bring glory to the Father?

Read John 15:9-17
What are we commanded to do?

What will be the result of our obedience?

What is love? And what is the greatest love?
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A Look Back
Read Isaiah 5:1-7
Isaiah was a prophet in the kingdom of Judah. He served during the reigns of kings
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, and may have even lived in part of the reign of
Manasseh.
Later in the book of Isaiah there will be prophecies of great hope - including
prophecies of the coming Messiah (Jesus). But at this point the book is all about sin
and judgement.
In this passage God is describing the "people of Jerusalem and Judah" as a vineyard
that He planted and in which He became disappointed. As Jesus and his disciples
were Judean (i.e. Jewish), they would have been very familiar with this passage. No
doubt it would have come to their minds as Jesus was talking.
In what ways is this passage similar to the passage in John? And in what ways is it
different?

In Isaiah God describes the "people of Jerusalem and Judah" as His vineyard. In
John He says "I am the vine; you are the branches." Assuming these passages are
related, what do you think He is claiming?

A Look Ahead
Read Romans 11:19-21
Paul isn't using quite the same example - he is using the example of an olive tree, not
a grapevine, but in some ways it is similar.
What is the warning Paul gives to us? And how does it relate to Jesus' description of
pruning?

Final Thoughts
“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them,
will produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. (John 15:5)
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Where Did This All Happen?

On the map on the facing page you will see the Upper Room and Garden of Gethsemane with
traced from one to the other. This is believed to be the route that Jesus and His disciples followed
day of His arrest. The location of this map is the city of Jerusalem.

The map below shows a number of Jesus' travels during His ministry. The names Galilee, Sa
and Judea will be familiar to those who have read the Bible. The other names indicate other province
by Rome. Later, after a Jewish revolt in 135AD the Romans renamed much of the area as Palaestina
derived from the name Philistia, as an insult to the Jewish population. (The Philistines had been
their ancient enemies.)

Map 110 from
the Holman
Bible Atlas
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Gethsemane
The Garden of Gethsemane
is where Jesus and His
disciples spent their final
hours before His arrest,
trial, and execution.
The events of John 14-16
likely occured here, or in
the upper room, or in some
combination thereof. Jesus
statement at the end of
John 14 "come, let's be
going" could be an
indication that the
conversation began in the
Upper Room, then moved to
the garden.

The Garden of Gethsemane in 1914 – photo credit
Bundesarchiv, Bild

If you visit the garden today, you will some some very old olive trees. Carbon-14
dating have shown a few of them to be almost 1,000 years old. And some
botanists believe that these may be shoots from older roots that could even date
back to the time of Jesus.
Adapted from Wikipidia and The Carta Jerusalem Atlas

From the Upper Room to the Garden of Gethsemane
From the English Standard Version Study Notes
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Thursday - The World
Starting Thoughts
"We all want to be loved, don't we?" - Audrey Hepburn. Well at least we probably
don't want to be hated. Today's passage is a bit disconcerting.

The World Isn't Going to Like Us
Read John 15:18-25
What does Jesus mean when He says "you are no longer part of the world?"

Why do you suppose the world is going to hate us?

In verse 25 Jesus references "what is written in their Scriptures." There are at least
three places in the Psalms to which He could be referring. One of them (Psalm 109:3)
we will look at shortly. See if you can find one of the others. (Hint: It will help if your
Bible includes study notes and cross references.)

Read John 15:26-27
Jesus repeats His promise of sending the Holy Spirit. What does He say this time that
the Holy Spirit will do?

And what are we supposed to do?

Read John 16:1-4
This portion finishes with a very sobering prophecy for Jesus disciples. We will read
more of that soon, but how do you think this warning applies to us today?
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A Look Back
Read Psalm 109:1-5
This may or may not be the passage to which Jesus was referring in John 15:25. But
it is at least similar in theme.
"They surround me with hateful words and fight against me for no reason." Imagine
singing that as one of your worship choruses. Yet that is exactly why this Psalm was
written. I guess sometimes David just wanted to "sing the blues.".
How is this passage similar to what Jesus is describing?

A Look Ahead
Read Acts 8:1-3
This is certainly a good example of Jesus warning that we will be hated.
But did anything good come from it? (Hint: look ahead a couple of verses)

What, if anything, do you think we should learn from this today? Should we expect our
lives to be any easiser?

Final Thoughts
The world would love you as one of its own if you belonged to it, but you are no longer
part of the world. I chose you to come out of the world, so it hates you. (John 15:19)
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Friday - The Sorrow
Starting Thoughts
When I was a child, I shared a room with my older brother. I remember once when we
were teenagers that our father came into the room and woke up my older brother (at
which time I awoke too). Dad told him that one of his closest friends had just died in a
car accident. I'm not a very emotional person, but I remember laying there in the dark
with tears in my eyes because I knew that my brother was hurting. It is hard to lose
someone you love.
Today's passage starts with Jesus telling His disciples that they are about to lose
Him.

It's For The Best
Ever heard your parents tell you that?
Read John 16:5-15
Jesus starts by saying "it is best for you that I go away." What is the reason that He
says "it is best?"

In an earlier passage we learned some of the things that the Holy Spirit will do for us.
In this passage Jesus describes a couple of other things that the Holy Spirit will do.
What are they?

What exactly is sin? Righteousness? Judgement?

What do you think it means when Jesus says "All that belongs to the Father is mine?"
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A Look Back
Read Isaiah 53:9-11
Isaiah was given this prophecy describing Jesus' death and resurrection over 700
years before Jesus was born.
What is the key reason that God gives for Jesus' death?

A Look Ahead
Sin, righteousness and judgement. Jesus spoke of them quite a bit. But what does it
all mean?
Read Roman 3:23-26
What is God's plan to deal with the problem of sin?

What if God did nothing and just ignored sin?

Read Romans 10:9-10
What does our response need to be?

Final Thoughts
And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness,
and of the coming judgment. (John 16:8)
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Saturday - The Joy
Starting Thoughts
Have you ever wondered by we often finish our prayers with the words "in Jesus'
name?" Well, read on...

Your Grief Will Turn To Joy
Read John 16:16-24
The disciples were puzzled when Jesus said "you won't see me, but then you will see
me." What did Jesus mean? And why do you think the disciples didn't understand?

Why would the disciples grieve? (It's more than just that Jesus would die.)

Why will the disciples have joy? (It's more than just seeing Jesus again.)

Jesus also tells them there is going to be a change in their relationship. What is it?

Read John 16:25-33
Why do you think Jesus is now ready to "speak plainly" to His disciples?

What is the final warning He gives them? And what is His final promise to them?
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A Look Back
Read Isaiah 9:6-7
This is another of Isaiah's prophecies regarding Jesus. How does this relate to Jesus
statement "I have overcome the world?"

Read Psalm 110:1
That's it for now. Just remember it as we move to the next passage.

A Look Ahead
Read Hebrews 10:11-14
The author of this passage describes Jesus as "our High Priest." This letter was
written specifically to Jewish believers, so he is writing using terms that they will
understand, like "sacrifice" and "high priest."
How does "made a footstool under his feet" relate to "I have overcome the world?"

What else are we told will result from Jesus sacrifice? (Hint: We discussed it some in
yesterday's devotional.)

Final Thoughts
I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will have
many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” (John
16:33)
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Statement of Faith
Christian Service Brigade | Canada presents our Statement of Faith. It is forms
the foundation of our ministry.
All staff and board members subscribe to it. Churches using Brigade as part of their
ministry are asked to sign it. In addition, we assume local leaders chosen by our
partnering churches hold to these beliefs as well.

WE BELIEVE… in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as verbally
inspired by God and inerrant in the original writing, and that they are of supreme
and final authority in faith and life.
WE BELIEVE… in one God, eternally existing in three Persons: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.
WE BELIEVE… that Jesus Christ was begotten of the Father, conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, and is true God and true man.
WE BELIEVE… that man was created in the image of God; that he sinned and
thereby incurred not only physical death, but also spiritual death which is
separation from God; and that all human beings are born with a sinful nature and
are sinners in thought, word and deed.
WE BELIEVE… that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins, according to the
Scriptures, as a representative and substitutionary sacrifice; and that all who
believe in him are justified on the ground of his shed blood.
WE BELIEVE… in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord, in his
ascension into heaven, and in his present life there for us, as High Priest and
Advocate.
WE BELIEVE… in the personal and imminent return of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.
WE BELIEVE… that all who receive by faith the Lord Jesus Christ are born again
of the Holy Spirit, and thereby become children of God.
WE BELIEVE… in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust, the
everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting punishment of the lost.

(from www.csbministries.ca)
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What is Christian Service Brigade?
Christian Service Brigade (CSB) is an organization whose goal is “to win and train
boys for Christ.” CSB provides weekly programs, partnered with the local church, that
are designed to build up the Christian leaders of tomorrow.
This is achieved through the use of a program specifically designed with boys in
mind. It is active, understanding that boys learn better by doing than by reading or
talking. It has solid Bible based content, understanding that our Creator knows better
than anyone how we need to be trained. Finally it is based on relationships. By
emphasizing a high ratio of leaders to boys, the leaders are able to make
relationships. They become more than teachers – they become friends.
For more information visit www.csbministries.ca.

What is Camp Teepee Pole?
Camp Teepee Pole (TPP) is a boys camp associated with CSB. We share the dual
goals of not just making converts (to win boys for Christ) but of building up leaders (to
train boys for Christ). In doing this we augment the weekly meetings of the CSB
programs by providing extended camping experiences especially tuned for boys.
Our campers have a diverse number of activities that they can participate in, teaching
them to properly care for the environment and to learn new skills and see and enjoy
Gods creation that surrounds this area. The current topography and location of Camp
Teepee Pole affords us the opportunity to let our campers participate in many
activities. Outdoor education, archery, field sports, rock climbing and white water
rafting are some examples.
For more information visit www.campteepeepole.org.
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