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Introduction - We Have Only Just Begun
And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his
work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. (Philippians 1:6)
"Rome wasn't built in a day." This was a French proverb in the late 10th century
(www.dictionary.com), so it has been around awhile. It is basically a call to be patient.
In many ways our Christian life is similar. We are supposed to be like Jesus, but
so often we seem to fall short. This is one of the themes found in the letter that Paul
wrote to the church in Philippi.
The letter begins with this encouragement. That God isn't done with us yet, and
He will keep working on us until Jesus returns at which time the work on us will be
"finally finished." In the meantime, there is work to be done.
After this introduction Paul moves to describe some of the hardships he currently
has, but he does not concentrate on the problems. Instead he highlights how his
hardships have "helped to spread the Good News." He emphasizes that what is
important is that the message is being preached." (1:18 - Monday)
Then he moves to discuss how we should live, giving consideration to others "as
bettger than yourselves." And he holds up Christ Jesus as the example that we need
to follow. (2:5 - Tuesday)
Following that he describes how there is work involved in this process (2:12 Wednesday), and how we must put aside the physical things that we think we can be
confident in, and must place our trust in Jesus (3:8 - Thursday).
He finishes the letter by encouraging us to keep pressing on (3:12 - Friday) and
to guard are thoughts so that we will live correctly (4:8 - Saturday).
This week, as you have seen above, we will be studying a large portion of this
letter. It is our goal that together, both as campers and as leaders, we will grow in our
Christian faith and that that this "good work" will continue "within you."

- Steve Klassen, Camp Teepee Pole
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Monday - Advancing the Gospel
Starting Thoughts
Jimmy Swaggart began preaching on television around 1975. By the mid 1980s his
telecasts were being broadcast over more that 250 television stations. Then it fell
apart. In 1988 he was implicated in a sex scandal involving a prostitute and his
ministry collapsed.
But what about those who chose to follow Jesus as a result of his ministry?

Letter to the Philippians
Read Philippians 1:12-19
Where was Paul when he wrote this? And what was his attitude towards this
situation?

What does he consider to be the positive results of his situation?

Who are the two types of people that Paul says are preaching about Christ?

What is Paul's attitude towards those whose motives are genuine?

What is Paul's attitude towards those whose motives are false?

What does Paul consider to be the most important issue?
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A Look Back
Read Genesis 50:14-21
Recall that Joseph's brothers had hated him and had sold him into slavery. Certainly
they thought they would never see him or have to deal with him again.
Joseph's brothers lived under his authority in Egypt for many years. What sort of
thoughts do you suppose they had for him during that time?

What sparked their fear of him now?

What was the key of Joseph's forgiveness?

How was Joseph's attitude similar to and how was it different from that of Paul?

Hopefully it is obvious that it is better to work out of good motives than bad ones. But
based on the comments of Joseph and of Paul, what is the most important thing?

Final Thoughts
But that doesn’t matter. Whether their motives are false or genuine, the message
about Christ is being preached either way, so I rejoice. And I will continue to rejoice.
(Philippians 1:18)
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Tuesday - Glory and Humility
Starting Thoughts
Have you ever been taught to "look out for number one?" I think we all have. But
Paul's encouragement to the Philippians is somewhat different.

Letter to the Philippians
Read Philippians 2:1-11
What does Paul say would make him happy?

Can you think of any other verses that teach us to work together?

List out some of the things that describe the attitude that Jesus had.

What was the result of Jesus' attitude while He was still here on Earth?

And what was the result of Jesus' attitude after His death and resurrection?

How should this be reflected in our lives?
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A Look Back
Read Isaiah 42:8 and 45:22-23
Isaiah 42 is a prophecy about the Messiah and how Israel will react when He arrives.
Jesus is that Messiah. In fact "Christ" is another word for "Messiah," so pretty much
anytime you read "Jesus Christ" you should think "Jesus the Messiah."
In Philippians 2:9 we are told that Jesus is given "the name above all other names."
But in Isaiah 42:8 God says that He will not give this name or share His glory with
anyone else. What does this imply about Jesus?

In Philippians 2:10-11 we are told that "at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow ... and every tongue confess ..." But in Isaiah 45 we are told that God says it is to
Him that "every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear." What does this imply
about Jesus?

And how does this fit in with Philippians 2:6?

How should we respond to this?

Final Thoughts
You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did
not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine
privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being.
When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and
died a criminal’s death on a cross. (Philippians 2:5-8)
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Wednesday - Growing
Starting Thoughts
We started the week with the idea that God has started something in us, but it is still a
work in progress. This process is the process we sometimes call "growing." It takes
some work, and sometimes we have setbacks.

Letter to the Philippians
Read Philippians 2:12-18
Why do you think Paul says it is even more important than ever to follow his
instructions?

Re-read the last part of verse 12 in a few different translations. The NLT we are using
in this study says "work hard to show the results of your salvation." Others like the
ESV and NASB say "work out your own salvation." Which do you think is the better
translation? (Hint: Examine the surrounding verses.)

Verse 13 presents a puzzle. Are the good works you do the result of your decisions?
Or of God's decisions?

No one likes to be criticized. What does Paul say is the key to avoiding criticism?
Does it always work?

What does Paul say will result in him considering his work to be useful?

And what value does he place on his physical life?

6

A Look Back
Read Zechariah 1:3-4
In Zechariah the Jewish people have returned to Jerusalem and are rebuilding things
after their exile. Zechariah is encouraging them that they need to rebuild, not only the
city, but also their relationship with God. How do these verses compare with what
Paul writes to the Philippians in verse 13?

If our relationship with God is to keep growing, who needs to do the work?

Final Thoughts
Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence
and fear. For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what
pleases him. (Philippians 2:12b-13)
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The Ministry to Philippi

Paul's ministry to Philippi occurred during his second missionary journey and is described in
detail in Acts chapter 16. It begins with a vision Paul has of a man from Macedonia pleading with
come and help them. Philippi was the major city in Macedonia.

At first the ministry seems to start well. One of the first people that Paul (and Silas, who is tra
with him) meet is a woman named Lydia who believed them and accepted Jesus.

Next they meet a slave girl who has a demon in her helping her earn money for her owne
annoys them so much that Paul commands the demon to leave her, and it does. Since this was a
of income for her masters, they grab Paul and Silas and take them to the authorities. A mob form
are severely beaten and thrown into prison.

They spend their time in prison praying and singing hymns. A massive earthquake occurs, the
of all the prisoners fall off and through a series of events the prison guard and his family also be
Christ and are saved.
The next day, after some politics, they are set free and they leave the city.

Want to know more? See Acts 16 & 17.
Archaeology in Philippi
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History of Philippi
The church that is founded
in Philippi was the first
church in Europe. This was
very early - before the fall of
Jerusalem. This was more
than 1500 years before the
Spanish brought Christianity to the Americas!
The city itself was founded
around 360 BCE with the
name Crenides. Not long
after it was conquered by
Philip II of Macedon who
renamed the city after
himself.

Macedonia under Philip II

In 146 BCE the region of Macedon became a Roman province with Philippi being
one of its major cities (possibly its capital). A forum, a basilica, and a commercial
street were built and it became a significant commercial center.
In 42 BCE there was a major battle near here where Mark Antony and Octavian
defeated Brutus and Cassius, who had earlier assassinated Julius Caesar.
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Paul's Second Missionary Journey
Acts 15 - 18 (map from ESV Notes)
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Thursday - Confidence
Starting Thoughts
Consider this: You can be absolutely confident and still be absolutely wrong! You
need to ask yourself, "What is the source of my confidence?"

Letter to the Philippians
Read Philippians 3:1-11
It seems there were some in Philippi who were teaching that in order to follow Jesus,
you first had to become a Jew, that is, you had to be physically circumcised. Paul
calls them "people who do evil." Why do you suppose he tasks such a harsh stance?

Paul spends a fair bit of time listing his credentials. Describe the things that he says
could give him "confidence in my own effort."

When Paul wrote to the church in Rome, he wrote "For everyone has sinned; we all
fall short of God's glorious standard." (Romans 3:23) So how can he say "I obeyed
the law without fault?"

Obedience is important! "Obedience is better than sacrifice," (1 Samuel 15:22) So
what do you think Paul means when he says "now I consider them worthless?"

What is the key concept that Paul is trying to communicate?

Verse 11 is a difficult one. Re-read it in a few different versions. It almost sounds like
Paul is suggesting he needs to earn his resurrection. What do you think he is saying?
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A Look Back
Read Judges 7:2-4 & 7
What is the reason God gives for wanting Gideon to not have a large military force?

How is this similar to Philippians 3:9?

So what is the source of your confidence?

Final Thoughts
Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all
as garbage, so that I could gain Christ... (Philippians 3:8)
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Friday - Pressing On
Starting Thoughts
It is tempting to think that following Jesus is too hard. Why should I give up the things
I want? Why should I not control my own life? Why should I not look out for number
one? But we need to play the long game. Our life here is short, and what comes next
is forever.

Letter to the Philippians
Read Philippians 3:12-21
What is it that Paul does not think he has obtained?

What does it mean to forget the past? Should we not learn from our mistakes?

What is the "heavenly prize" that we are to "press on" for?

How do we show that we are following Jesus and are not "enemies of the cross?"

Why are we to be "eagerly waiting for him to return?" What is the promise we are to
receive when he does?

If "we are citizens of heaven," how should that affect our lives here on earth?
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A Look Back
Read Psalm 73:23-26 and Isaiah 26:19
In what ways are these similar to Paul's letter?

In what ways are they different?

What does Paul have that Asaph (the author of this Psalm) and Isaiah did not?

Final Thoughts
No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing:
Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the
end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus,
is calling us. (Philippians 3:13-14)
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Saturday - Watch Your Thoughts
Starting Thoughts
"What's down in the well, comes up in the bucket." It is the things that you choose to
dwell on that will define the sort of person you become.

Letter to the Philippians
Read Philippians 4:4-9
A former pastor of mine used to say there were two types of farmers at his church,
those who were always happy, and those who were always miserable. But the same
rain fell on them all. How can we "always be full of joy in the Lord" when our
circumstances are not always good?

What does it mean to not worry?

Does this mean we don't look ahead and prepare?

How do we obtain this peace that "exceeds anything we can understand?"

We are to think of things that are "excellent and worthy of praise?" How does this help
us obtain this peace?
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A Look Back
Read Proverbs 1:1-4
How do these verses related to Philippians 4:8?

And how to they relate to Philippians 4:9?

Final Thoughts
And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what is true,
and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things
that are excellent and worthy of praise. Keep putting into practice all you learned
and received from me—everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the
God of peace will be with you. (Philippians 4:8-9)
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Statement of Faith
Christian Service Brigade | Canada presents our Statement of Faith. It is forms
the foundation of our ministry.
All staff and board members subscribe to it. Churches using Brigade as part of their
ministry are asked to sign it. In addition, we assume local leaders chosen by our
partnering churches hold to these beliefs as well.

WE BELIEVE… in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as verbally
inspired by God and inerrant in the original writing, and that they are of supreme
and final authority in faith and life.
WE BELIEVE… in one God, eternally existing in three Persons: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.
WE BELIEVE… that Jesus Christ was begotten of the Father, conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, and is true God and true man.
WE BELIEVE… that man was created in the image of God; that he sinned and
thereby incurred not only physical death, but also spiritual death which is
separation from God; and that all human beings are born with a sinful nature and
are sinners in thought, word and deed.
WE BELIEVE… that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins, according to the
Scriptures, as a representative and substitutionary sacrifice; and that all who
believe in him are justified on the ground of his shed blood.
WE BELIEVE… in the resurrection of the crucified body of our Lord, in his
ascension into heaven, and in his present life there for us, as High Priest and
Advocate.
WE BELIEVE… in the personal and imminent return of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.
WE BELIEVE… that all who receive by faith the Lord Jesus Christ are born again
of the Holy Spirit, and thereby become children of God.
WE BELIEVE… in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust, the
everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting punishment of the lost.

(from www.csbministries.ca)
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What is Christian Service Brigade?
Christian Service Brigade (CSB) is an organization whose goal is “to win and train
boys for Christ.” CSB provides weekly programs, partnered with the local church, that
are designed to build up the Christian leaders of tomorrow.
This is achieved through the use of a program specifically designed with boys in
mind. It is active, understanding that boys learn better by doing than by reading or
talking. It has solid Bible based content, understanding that our Creator knows better
than anyone how we need to be trained. Finally it is based on relationships. By
emphasizing a high ratio of leaders to boys, the leaders are able to make
relationships. They become more than teachers – they become friends.
For more information visit www.csbministries.ca.

What is Camp Teepee Pole?
Camp Teepee Pole (TPP) is a boys camp associated with CSB. We share the dual
goals of not just making converts (to win boys for Christ) but of building up leaders (to
train boys for Christ). In doing this we augment the weekly meetings of the CSB
programs by providing extended camping experiences especially tuned for boys.
Our campers have a diverse number of activities that they can participate in, teaching
them to properly care for the environment and to learn new skills and see and enjoy
Gods creation that surrounds this area. The current topography and location of Camp
Teepee Pole affords us the opportunity to let our campers participate in many
activities. Outdoor education, archery, field sports, rock climbing and white water
rafting are some examples.
For more information visit www.campteepeepole.org.
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A component of CSB Ministries
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